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     Message from the President 
Dear friends! 

Namaste! Welcome to India Fest hosted by the Asian Indians of Hampton Roads (AIHR). It gives me great 

pleasure to invite you to this celebration of India. The 24th celebration of India Fest, at the Virginia Beach 

Convention Center, promises to be a feast for the senses. We welcome you to explore and enjoy the vi-

brant tradition and culture of one of the world’s oldest civilizations.  

 

Savor the delicate intricacies of Indian spices from the best local Indian restauranteurs, be mesmerized by 

India’s music and dance, and enjoy the educational activities with your children. Add bling to your ward-

robe, and update your style with many exotic vendors from near and afar. We have tried to create the 

overarching majesty and diversity of India, with nonstop cultural performances that capture the essence 

of Indian culture. We hope that India Fest is not only an enjoyable experience for you, but also fosters a 

deeper understanding and appreciation of India. 

 

The Asian Indians of Hampton Roads group proactively supports the Hampton Roads community. Read 

more about us at www.aihr.org. One of our focal missions is to promote education locally. Towards that 

goal, we have introduced youth-oriented competitions at India Fest. Art, badminton, chess, essay, math, 

poetry, ping pong, public speaking, and tennis competitions create an environment of learning and fun. 

Our goal is to recognize talent and encourage children to compete and shine! 

 

As in the previous three years, there is an exclusive space for NETCON affording people from corpora-

tions, banks, restaurants, health professional, political dignitaries and sponsors to mingle in festive and 

relaxed environment. NETCON has been instrumental to provide business connections for attendees.  

 

AIHR is grateful to our community for their massive support and encouragement to champion India Fest. 

An event of this magnitude is only possible with dedication, meticulous planning, and the labor of love. 

We extend our sincere gratitude to our sponsors! Our vendors, who come from far and near, are the jew-

els of India Fest. Finally, AIHR is indebted to the service of our innumerable performers, choreographers, 

committee members, and volunteers. Thank you for championing the success of our India Fest! 

 

Best wishes for peace and harmony amongst us! 

Naveen Agarwal 

President 

Asian Indians of Hampton Roads 
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In loving memory of 
Dr. Ram Sarup Jain, Mrs Sarla Jain 

& Mrs. Sita Wati Sharma 
 

Best Wishes for  
India Fest 2019 

 
Gopal, Indu, Deepika,  

Sangeeta, Deepak & Bhawnish Sharma  
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Sunshine Paradise 
2610 Atlantic Avenue  

 
Sunshine Paradise 

1600 Atlantic Avenue 
 

Sunshine Paradise 
2904 Atlantic Avenue 

Best Compliments  
To 
 

India Fest 2019 
From 

 
Madhu ,Sapna , Kenny 

Samtani & 
Sajay ,Harsha ,Radhika,   

Jianna 
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Indian Culture - Diverse and Inclusive     
      
By Kamlesh Kapur  
Education Chair 
Asian Indians of Hampton Roads 
 
 
 
Home to nine religions, twenty-seven official languages and hundreds of dialects, India is a many-
splendored thing; meditative and peaceful at the same time, tumultuous, vibrant and joyous. 
 
Visitors to India always carry back some lasting impressions of culture, hospitality and colorful land-
scapes. Many are wonderstruck to see the empathy and affinity shown by their hosts and people during 
chance meetings. 
 
Various shades, blending or contrasting, create a multi-array screen of beauty and splendor. Various 
regional differences are the outcome of the environmental features which are unique to India. The In-
dian subcontinent has six different climate zones; accordingly, people in each region have a distinct 
lifestyle. Unlike the western countries with diverse demography, India’s diversity is not race- or skin-
color specific. It is the result of environmental variation and religious customs and traditions. These 
differences blend together to create an intricately interwoven tapestry that is the composite culture of 
India. All these diverse people from different faiths, traditions and languages manage to work together 
in a congenial workplace, feeling welcomed, respected, supported and valued; being quite comfortable 
is a distinct part of the complex mainstream culture. Most of the people sharing common historical ex-
periences have developed empathy for each other, which is reflected in their social personality.  
 
This festival itself is a showcase of various diverse traditions of India’s arts, cuisines, fashions, the 
dances and the music. Free for the public, this festival demonstrates India’s many facets that will in-
trigue and enthrall the visitors. Indian festivities are centered on the changes of seasons, celebration of 
heroic deeds, and legends surrounding those who built the building blocks of civilization of mankind.  
 
While several ancient cultures are lost to the mankind and many civilizations have faded away, Indian 
culture and civilization, going back to remote antiquity, still breathes, inspires and beacons humanity 
to its loftiest traditions. 
 
Since India’s independence in 1947, its presence is growing on the geopolitical stage year after year. 
India of today is still a leader in showing the light to explore the inner self. Its message of cultivating 
peace and harmony within to radiate to the outer environment holds a promise for the mankind -- to 
leave a better world for the next generations. Being nature worshippers, more Indians tend to be envi-
ronmentalists, conservationists and frugal, thus less wasteful.  
 
India’s work of being the light of Asia started successfully with the acceptance of Yoga for physical 
and mental health, and this work is unfinished. The next steps are creation of congenial international 
relations and cooperative efforts of nations to face the challenges that face US ALL. Our very survival 
on earth may depend on how we meet these challenges. 
 
AIHR is proud to provide a regional platform for creating cultural, social, and political exchange, 
highlighting the vital friendship between the world’s two largest democratic nations, America and   
India. 
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TEAM INDIA FEST 2019 
CULTURAL   PUBLIC RELATIONS 

Dr. Bindiya Magoon  Dr. Alok Verma 

Dr. Vandana Dhawan  Mr. Ganga Bhandari 

Dr. Rajul Malik  Mr. Ravi Khandpur 

Mrs. Nikita Chandiramani  Mrs. Manisha Trivedi 

Mrs. Reenu Agarwal  PUBLICATIONS / AD 

Mrs. Rupal Master  Mr. Karamjit Rajpal 

Mrs. Shubhra Dharni  Mr. Naveen Agarwal 

DECOR  Mr. Pratik Kothari 

Mrs. Parita Patel  SPONSORSHIP / AD 

Mrs. Dharti Patel  Dr. Govindarajan Ramesh 

Mrs. Rajshree Amin  Dr. P. Murthy 

EXHIBITORS / VENDORS  Mr. Manan Shah 

Mr. Ashish Dharni  Mr. Sanjay Patel 

Mr. Devin Patel  TALENT  

FACILITIES & SOUND  Mrs. Bhranti Patel 
Mr. Davinder Rajpal  Mr. Senthil K. Rajasekaran 

Mr. Nimesh Sheth  Mr. Umang Aggarwal 
FOOD  Mr. Veeram Shetty Guthula 

Mr. Janak Patel  Mrs. Aarti Desai 

Mr. Nikunj Trivedi  Mrs. Abigail Viar 

Mr. Pradip Patel  Mrs. Anamika Acharya 

MARKETING  Mr. Dan Viar 
Mr. Mohit Gour  Mrs. Gaurvi Sheth 

Mr. Amit Daswani  Mrs. Jolly Patel 

NETCON  Mrs. Kavitha Sri 
Mrs. Ankur Khullar  Mrs. Swara Chokshi 

Mr. Ashish Dharni  VOLUNTEER 

OPERATIONS  Ms. Sonal Rajpal 
Mr. Raj Khullar  Mr. Shailesh Patel 

Mr. Vishnu Sappati  Mr. Rambabu Surapaneni  

PHOTOGRAPHY  WEBSITE 

Mr. Brad Rudacille  Mr. Karamjit Rajpal 

Mr. Sanjay Patel   
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SPONSORS 
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PRESENTING SPONSOR 
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EXHIBITORS  

 AARP 
 Anthem IT 
 Anthem Medicare 
 Archie's Creations 
 Arna Collection 
 Art of India by Unique Touch 
 Art of Living 
 North South Foundation 
 Asian Business Association of     

Hampton Roads (ABAHR) 
 Asna Jewels & Fashions 
 Balloon & Face Painting 
 BAPS Charities 
 Beach Front Management 
 BO Boutique 
 Century 21 Nachman Realty, OBX 
 CertaPro Painters 
 Choice Insurance 
 Costco 
 Crafts India Inc. 
 Devi Boutique 
 Empire Amusement 
 Eternity Artifacts 
 Express Flooring 
 Gems & Jewelry Hut Inc 
 Glitz Beauty Salon 
 Gotcha Covered 
 Gruzone Education 
 Hand & Stone Massage and Facial Spa 
 Hania Collections 
 Henna (Indian Temporary Tattoos)  
 Holiday Inn 

 Indian Fashions 
 J. F. Schoch Building Corp and   

OMNI Designs 
 JES Foundation Repair 
 Jewelry Bazar 
 Kashmir Interiors 
 KUMON 
 LAP Groups 
 Mathnasium 
 Neera International 
 Nisha's Boutique 
 Norfolk Academy 
 Old Dominion University 
 Perfect Pinache 
 Plaza Groups 
 Primrose Inc. 
 PROSPER Insurance 
 Rang Boutique 
 Sai Collections 
 Sattvic Space 
 Social Security Administration 
 Southern Bank 
 TechArk Solutions 
 Towne Bank 
 U.S. Bureau of Census 2020 
 Vacation Village 
 VIRGINIA MEDIA 
 VKM Collections 
 WHRO Public Media 
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FOOD VENDORS 
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EXECUTIVE TEAM BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

  
 

NAVEEN  
AGARWAL 

President  
 

DR. ALOK VERMA 

MRS. ANKUR KULLAR 

MR. ANIL NAIR 

DR. G. RAMESH 

MR. JANAK PATEL 

MR. MOHIT GOUR 

DR. P. MURTHY 

MR. PRADIP PATEL 

MR. RAM GOWDA 

MR. R.K. RENUKUNTA 

 

 
BHRANTI   

PATEL 

Vice President  
 

 
 

RAJSHREE 
AMIN 

Secretary 

 

 
 

KARAMJIT 
RAJPAL 

Treasurer 
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